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Evidence and Enquiry: Using the 1901 and 1911 census forms in the History classroom, 2016 edition 

 

Examining the 1911 census record of Christopher Brogan 

 

Section one: Finding the census form for Christopher Brogan  

 

The family of Christopher Brogan, in the 1911 census. They lived in 7, Frankfort Cottages, North Dock, Dublin. 

 

1. Go to www.census.nationalarchives.ie 

2. Click on “Search the census records for Ireland 1901 and 1911”. 

3. Choose the census year, 1911. 

4. Write in the name Brogan on the surname line. 

5. Write in Christopher on the Forename line. 

6. Click the name Dublin in the drop-down list on the county line. 

7. Write in the name North Dock in the DED line.  

8. Click search. 

9. Three names appear in the search results. Click on the name Christopher Brogan, aged 43. 

10. To see all of the personal information about his family, click on the box beside the term, “show all information”. 

11. Below the typed family information, you can view the four original forms relating to the family of Christopher Brogan - the 

household return (Form A), the enumerator's abstract (Form N), the house and building returns (Form B1), and the Out-Offices 

Return (Form B2) 

12. If the number 2 appears underneath any of these forms, click on the number. It will open up the reverse side of the form. 

 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/
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What can we learn about the Brogan family from this information? 

1   What is the name of the “head of family”? What was his occupation? 

2   What is the name of the mother? What is her occupation? Mary Brogan gave birth to ten children. What percentage of her children were 

alive in 1911? 

3 How many sons were at home on the “census night”?  

4 How many daughters were at home on the “census night”?  

5 What was the religion of the Brogan family? 

6 Where were the Brogan children born? 

7 How many members of Christopher Brogan’s family over the age of 5 could “read and write”, according to the form. How does this 

show that the parents placed great value on the importance of education? 

8 What was the most common occupation of the men in the family? 

 

Look at the original census form filled in by Christopher Brogan.. 

 

11 What was the date for the 1901 census? [Look at the line just below the heading, “Form A”.] 

12 Who signed the form, at the bottom, stating that the return was “correct”?           

13   Who signed the form, at the bottom, as “Head of family”, saying that it was a “true” return? 

14   Why were two people needed to sign the form? 

 

Are there any other questions that you can ask that might assist you in your examination of this document? 

 

A family photograph was taken after the 1911 census. Examine the information from the census form. Can you match the names from the census 

form to the children in the photograph?  
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Surname Christian 

Name 

Age Sex Relation 

to head 

Religion Birthplace Occupation Education Irish 

Lang 

Marital 

Status 

Specified 

Illnesses 

Years 

Married 

Children 

Born 

Children 

Living 

Brogan Christopher J 43 Male Father 

Roman 

Catholic 

City of 

Dublin 

General 

Labourer Read write - Married - 21 - - 

Brogan Mary E 44 Female Wife 

Roman 

Catholic 

Co 

Wexford - Read write - Married - 21 10 9 

Brogan Patrick Leo 20 Male Son R C 

City 

Dublin 

General 

Labourer Read write - Single - - - - 

Brogan Monica 17 Female Daughter R C Co Dublin Dressmaker Read write - Single - - - - 

Brogan Christopher J 15 Male Son R C Co Dublin 

General 

Labourer Read write - Single - - - - 

Brogan James J 13 Male Son R C Co Dublin Scholar Read write - - - - - - 

Brogan William 11 Male Son R C Co Dublin Scholar Read write - - - - - - 

Brogan Ellen M 8 Female Daughter R C Co Dublin Scholar Read write - - - - - - 

Brogan Joseph A 5 Male Son R C Co Dublin - - - - - - - - 

Brogan Peter A 3 Male Son R C Co Dublin - - - - - - - - 

Brogan Agnes Mary 1 Female Daughter R C Co Dublin - - - - - - - - 
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